King of Portugal Assassinated

killed, his second son, King to-day, wounded. The Queen
who was in the same carriage is the only one who was
uninjured in this frightful catastrophe. Queen Amelia is said
to be pious and charming and will know how to find the
requisite courage to help her young son in his new duties
as King, for which incidentally he is probably quite un-
prepared. But what an alarm signal for all Sovereigns.
And how they will have to redouble their skill to be able
to reign, govern and make themselves respected . . .

Berlin, jth February, 1908.

The details which the newspapers give about Lisbon are
revolting. Poor Queen Amelia was also wounded and in
the shoulder. It is upon her that all the weight of affairs
will now fall. She won't have an easy task. If I were in
her place I think I should try and put the finances in order
to begin with. These must be in a terrible state. More
than ever finance is the basis of everything in all countries.
It is their pulse and a good pulse is necessary for a life of any
security.

The Emperor had appointed Prince Leopold to represent
him at the funeral at Lisbon, but he refused to go, and so
they made Prince Eitel Fritz, the Emperor's second son. He
left last night. Formerly a Prince would never have dared
to refuse, Orders were given, one submitted to them and
one only answered with a "y68" without adding the smallest
mental reservation . . . Everything is changed now and the
Princes themselves are giving a rebellious example. It's
nice!

Berlin, nth February, 1908.

You will have seen from the papers that the commission
appointed by the Upper House has rejected the Law against
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